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Conference News Notes

Earl Hawley

  I

LSADE Conference planning for 2002 is in full swing.  The April Drive-In Conference and Annual Conference in October will both take place at the Allerton Conference Center in Monticello, Illinois.
  The April Drive-In Conference will have a "Creating Partnerships" theme. Presenters will be asked to present on partnerships they have created at their home institutions between departments, etc., and also with community groups/schools.

 The April conference will feature a keynote speaker in the morning followed by concurrent sessions, lunch, concurrent sessions and a day's wrap-up.  An email will be posted to the listserv with the session proposal and registration forms are available online at http://www.kcc.cc.il.us/asc/ bmyers/ilsade.htm.  The keynote will be announced in February.
  The Annual Conference will feature Martha E. Casazza as keynote speaker.  Casazza is the co-author (with Sharon Silverman) of Learning and Development: Making Connections to Enhance Teaching (Jossey-Bass Higher and Adult Education Series), so you may want to bring your copies with you for an autograph.
  Please send suggestions for the October conference theme to Earl Hawley at hawley@cdnet.cod.edu by March 1.  A list of suggested themes will be sent to the listserv and voted upon by the membership with the conference theme announced at the April Drive-In conference.
  If you would like to volunteer to help with the October conference registration, or other activities, please notify Earl Hawley.
  Speaking of volunteers, planning for the NADE 2004 conference in St. Louis is underway and ILSADE is responsible for the conference programming.  This means we will need members to post session notices, read session proposals, etc.  If you are interested in volunteering, please notify Bruce Myers or Earl Hawley.  The volunteer activity with the NADE 2004 Conference will become busy in Summer/Fall 2003.

Anyone interested in conference planning activities should contact Earl Hawley at the College of DuPage via email or telephone at (630) 942-4249.

President’s Column (cont.)
W

e live in deeds, not years; in thoughts, not breaths; in feelings, not in figures on a dial…He most lives Who thinks most, feels the noblest, acts the best.

  I have always heard that to live is to change.  This past year has definitely been one of change for me, professionally and personally.  This has also been a year of change for our organization, and I would like to highlight just a few of them.  

Name change

  The biggest is our name.  We are now the Illinois Learning Specialists and Developmental Educators (ILSADE).  The change was made after our state chapter meeting at the National Association of Developmental Educators (NADE) conference in Louisville last March when members indicated they felt the need to be more strongly aligned with NADE.  

  After much discussion, the decision was made to incorporate the “ADE” into our name.  An election was held, and the new name chosen by popular vote.  I am very pleased with our new name because it accurately reflects all of our membership and our interests. 

New Webmaster

  Another change is that Bruce Myers from Kankakee Community College has taken over the responsibility of revamping and 
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maintaining our web page from Lisa Putnum-Cole.  Lisa helped us move into the 21st century with our Internet connection, and Bruce is helping to keep us there.  I would invite you all to visit the web page at www.ilsade.org .  

  I would also like to publicly thank Bruce for all his time and effort transferring the web page from Heartland’s server, updating the information, making our newsletter available via the web, and working closely with our VP and Conference Chair, Earl Hawley, to make our conference registration forms and calendars available on line. I would also like to thank Kankakee for agreeing to host our site on their server.

  Bruce is continuing to provide a user-friendly site.  By clicking on any of the main menu buttons, important contact and organizational information is readily available.  

Conference notes

  That being said, please remember that our April Drive-in conference will be Monday, April 22, at Allerton in Monticello, Illinois.  This year I would like to see many more of us coming together to share information and the pleasure of each other’s company.  Watch our site for more information as it becomes available.

  If you are able, also please consider the annual NADE conference, which is being held in beautiful Orlando, Florida, this year from March 6-10.  I found last year’s conference to be valuable and full of practical applications.  For more information, please visit NADE’s web page at www.nade.net.  The officers are working very hard to make our national organization work for us, providing us with an invaluable professional resource at a very affordable cost.  Please make some time to visit both of these sites.

Nick Schmitt resigns

  I would like to share another change with you.  In December, Nick Schmitt, our long time Membership Officer indicated he would like to retire from his ILSADE office.  Nick worked long and hard to develop and maintain a membership database.

  His efforts have made our newsletter mailings and national reporting obligations much easier.  He also put together a How-to manual to be passed along to his successor, Diane Janowiak from Prairie State College in Chicago Heights.  I would like to offer a million thanks to Nick for his hours of tireless service and a warm welcome to Diane.

State budget cuts

  Institutionally, I know we have all been affected by the changes in the monetary appropriations to education in the state of Illinois.  On November 16, 2001, Joe Cipfl, Illinois Community College Board (ICCB) President and CEO, announced that “Governor George Ryan requested that Illinois higher education reduce its fiscal year 2002 operating budget by $25 million.”    

  We have seen cuts before and will see them again, but these came at a time when many of our budgets are already tight.  I believe that those of us in learning assistance and developmental education have always been good at stretching a dollar—whether it’s an institutional or grant dollar.  Let’s hope this is not a long-lived trend.

Post 9/11 reflections


On a personal note, the biggest change in my life is my loss of innocence.  Prior to September 11, I never gave my personal safety a second thought.  Sure, I always looked over my shoulder when I was out after dark, I always looked in my backseat before I got into my car after a long day at work, I always kept my purse tucked under my arm in a crowded public place, 
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and I never worried about my son and brother-in-law working in downtown Chicago.  

  All that has changed.  Instead of looking over my shoulder and into my backseat, I often look off into the horizon wondering what’s lurking out there.  I live 5 miles downwind from the Newport Ammunition Depot where a large amount of the nerve agent VX has been stored since World War II.  

  Until mid-September, it was stored in pole buildings and subject to so-so security.  Today, we are at the edge of a no-fly zone enforced by Blackhawk helicopters, and the VX has been moved to hardened bunkers guarded by snipers in towers that overlook our western Indiana farmland.  

  My college fronts a Veteran’s Hospital.  After September 11, all but one of the entrances to the hospital and national cemetery grounds has been closed.  Concrete barricades have been set up and federal police officers scrutinize not only the VA employees, but also some of my students who take their children to the public daycare located on the grounds.  

  A usually quick trip in and out has turned into an ordeal. My son and my brother-in-law now have escape routes and contingency plans.  They have a meeting place picked out.  Their lives have gone back to "business as usual," but there is now an additional element of worry tucked away in a quiet corner of their lives.

  Our students have also been personally affected by what has gone on in our country over the past three months.  Some have had to leave school to meet military obligations, some are struggling to keep their homes together while supporting a loved one who is serving in the military, and some are just scared.  

  I guess the adage "To live is to change" will always apply.  To live with the change is the challenge.  

Memorial to Julia Visor (Cont.)

thriving SI program on their home campus and had institutional support to help other colleges successfully implement SI.    

  To date, a dozen faculty members or administrators from institutions in the U.S. and colleagues from Australia, Mexico, South Africa, Sweden, and the United Kingdom have been selected for both this honor and service.  Each was selected for their expertise and area of interest.  

  As a faculty member at Illinois State University, Dr. Julia Visor enriched the SI network through her skill with SI by combining it with knowledge of TRIO programs and expertise with research, especially in affective domain variables.  

  Dr. Visor's SI certification was awarded in 1989 by the Center for Supplemental Instruction at the University of Missouri--Kansas City.  Visor established and successfully coordinated the SI program on the Illinois State University campus for 15 years.  During that time she trained over 150 SI Supervisors from 59 postsecondary institutions and community agencies across the country and published research on the relationship between SI and affect.  

Her professional legacy is to have had a profound impact upon SI and the wider profession of academic access and learning assistance.

 Two abstracts of Dr. Visor's important contributions to our professional literature help illustrate a lifetime commitment to quality research that improves education and identifies critical areas for further inquiry.  Those abstracts are available at the following websites: http://www.umkc.edu/cad/si/sidocs/jvaffc92.htm and http://www.umkc.edu/cad/si/sidocs/jvafft95.htm. 

Following is the official remembrance for Julia composed by Tendaji Ganges, Carol Jamieson Brown and the Visor family.

OBITUARY for Julia Visor

Born May 6, 1949, in New Albany, Miss., Julia Novetah Visor was the fourth of five children born to A. J. and Vurry Howell Visor.  The family relocated to Aurora, IL, in 1953 where Julia began her education in the public school system.  She earned her Bachelor of Science in Arts and Science degree with a concentration in creative writing from Illinois State University in 1971.  

  She continued her pursuit for higher education by earning a Master of Arts degree in English with a concentration in African-American Literature from Ohio University in 1975, and a Doctor of Arts in English with a major in Rhetoric and Composition from Illinois State University in 1987.
  Julia accepted Christ as her personal Savior and was baptized by Rev. Robert Wesby at the Main Baptist Church, Aurora, IL.  She united with Mt. Pisgah Baptist Church, Normal, IL, where she was a faithful choir member until her health began to fail.
  Julia began her professional career serving as a residential life coordinator at Cornell University in Ithaca, NY.  Upon her return to Illinois, she was employed by Illinois State University, Normal, IL in a number of Assistant Directorship and Directorship positions culminating in her final position as a tenured Assistant Professor of English and the Coordinator of the University Center for Learning Assistance.  

  Julia received numerous awards in recognition of her academic expertise and dedicated service at Illinois State University.
  She was affiliated with and active in 

committees in numerous professional organizations such as the Illinois 

Association of Educational Opportunity Program Personnel (ILAEOPP) where she served as Secretary and its President.  She also served as President of the Mid-America Association of Educational Opportunity Program Personnel (MAEOPP).  

  Other professional associations she was active in included the Modern Language Association, the Illinois Association of Learning Assistance Professionals (IALAP), the National Association for Developmental Education (NADE), both the Illinois and National Councils of Teachers of English, and she was one of just 12 nationally Certified Trainers of Supplemental Instruction affiliated with the University of Missouri-Kansas City.
  In her role as a university professor and administrator, academic learning research specialist and author, staff trainer, presenter, and mentor, Julia touched the lives of many people, making lasting impressions and creating lifelong friendships.  

  Julia's sense of commitment and concern for others was evident not only in her professional career, but also in her interactions with the community, family and countless friends both nationally and internationally.
  Julia's memory will be cherished by her mother, Vurry (Aurora, IL); two sisters, Sherry L. Bennett (Atlanta, GA) and Linda Faye Visor (Milwaukee, WI); two brothers, A. J. (Aurora, IL) and Roy (Susan) (Milwaukee, WI); three nieces, Ayanna, Olivia and Jessica; two nephews, Larry (Janice) and Nathanial; two great nieces, Ashley and Paige; one great nephew, Christian, and a host of aunts, uncles, cousins, Godchildren and friends.
  Julia also leaves a special group of people whom she called her Personal Assistants who will cherish her memory forever - Bonnie, Sandra, Maureen, Beth, Tony, Bill, Tendaji, and Carol.
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A Memorial to Julia Visor


				David Arendale





  Julia Visor was a great friend, mentor, colleague, and very important human being.  It is so difficult to express in a few words the impact of such an important person.  It reminds me of George Bailey's experience in the Frank Capra classic movie, "It's a wonderful life."  I don't know if Julia understood the complete impact that she made upon her friends, colleagues, and students.  But the world would have been different without her.  


  I first met her through our collaborative work on disseminating Supplemental Instruction to other colleges.  So, I will dwell upon my memories of her work with disseminating SI and her scholarly research. 


  To expand efforts by the University of Missouri-Kansas City staff with national and international dissemination efforts of Supplemental Instruction, a group of Certified Trainers (CTs) was established.  The CTs were invited by the UMKC staff to conduct SI Supervisor training workshops and provide consulting services to institutions in their geographic area.  Each CT had already established a   
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President’s Column


Marie Vanada





�  As we begin 2002 and all of us are looking forward to another semester, it is with great sadness that I share with you the loss of Julia Visor on Sunday, January 6. 


  I met Julia 9 years ago at my first Allerton conference.  I remember being struck by her warmth, kindness, her love of life, wide smile and deep laugh, her insightful comments concerning educational opportunities for at-risk students, and her passion for students and education.  


  I believe the British poet Philip James Bailey summed up Julia’s life best:  
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